
134.480   Who may pay certificates of delinquency -- Assignment -- Clerk to receive
and record payments -- Records as evidence.

(1) The delinquent taxpayer or any person owning or having a legal or equitable interest
in real property covered by a certificate of delinquency may at any time pay the total
amount of the certificate to any purchaser thereof, and any person whatsoever may
likewise pay a certificate of delinquency when the state, county, or taxing district
was the purchaser. When a certificate is paid to an owner other than the state,
county, or taxing district, the assignee shall mark paid in full on the certified copy of
the certificate and shall surrender the certified copy of the certificate of delinquency
to the person making payment, and if he is the person primarily liable on the
certificate he may file it with the county clerk and have the certificate released of
record. When a certificate of delinquency has been fully paid to the state, county,
and taxing districts, the clerk shall note the name and address of the person making
the payment, the amount paid by him, and such other information as the Revenue
Cabinet may require. The clerk shall mark the certificate of delinquency paid in full.
Payment in such instance by one other than the person primarily liable on the
certificate will amount to an assignment thereof. The clerk shall note the assignment
on the certificate of delinquency and provide the assignee a certified copy of the
certificate of delinquency, or the clerk may provide for a certified electronic
certificate of delinquency in the clerk's records in lieu of delivering a certified copy
of the certificate of delinquency. Anyone other than the person primarily liable who
pays a certificate or purchases it from an owner other than the state, county, and
taxing district may, by paying a fee of fifty cents ($0.50), have the clerk record the
payment or purchase and such recordation shall constitute an assignment thereof.
Failure to obtain such an assignment shall render the claim of such payor or
purchaser to any real estate represented thereby inferior to rights of other bona fide
purchasers, payors, or creditors. Any owner of a certificate of delinquency once
having paid the assignment fee may have a change of his address noted of record by
the clerk without paying an additional charge, otherwise he shall pay a fee of fifty
cents ($0.50) to the clerk for entering such change on the certificate.

(2) The county clerk may receive payment of the amount due on certificates of
delinquency owned by the state, county, and taxing districts, and he shall give a
receipt to the payor and make a report to the Revenue Cabinet, the county treasurer,
and the proper officials of the taxing districts as often as such units may require, and
not less than once in every thirty (30) days. The clerk may accept payment of taxes
due by any commercially acceptable means, including credit cards. He shall pay to
the Revenue Cabinet for deposit with the State Treasurer all moneys collected by
him due the state, to the county treasurer all moneys due the county, and to the
authorized officers of the taxing districts the amount due each such district. He shall
pay the amount of fees, costs, commissions, and penalties to the persons, agencies,
or parties entitled thereto. He shall retain ten percent (10%) of the amount due each
taxing unit for his services as a fee. This fee shall be added to the amount of the tax
claim and paid by the persons paying the tax claim.



(3) If the person entitled to pay a certificate of delinquency sends a registered letter
addressed to the owner of record of the certificate, other than the state, county, or
taxing district, and the letter is returned by mail unclaimed, the sender thereof may
make payment to the county clerk, who shall make the necessary assignment or
release and deposit the money to the account of the owner of record in the nearest
bank having its deposits insured with the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation.
The clerk may deduct the sum of fifty cents ($0.50) as a fee for such service. The
name of the bank in which the money is deposited shall be noted on the certificate.

(4) If any clerk fails to pay to the person entitled thereto, upon demand, the money
received in payment of a certificate of delinquency, he and his sureties shall be liable
for the same and twenty percent (20%) interest thereon annually from the time he
received it until paid.

(5) Copies of the records provided for in KRS 134.450 and this section, certified by the
county clerk, shall be evidence of the facts stated in them in all the courts of this
state.

Effective: July 14, 2000

History: Amended 2000 Ky. Acts ch. 357, sec. 4, effective July 14, 2000. -- Amended
1998 Ky. Acts ch. 209, sec. 14, effective March 30, 1998. -- Recodified 1942 Ky.
Acts ch. 208, sec. 1, effective October 1, 1942, from Ky. Stat. secs. 4149b-4, 4161,
4164, 4165.


